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As a company, Diamond has
one of the most remarkable
safety records in all of light
aircraft general aviation. In

fact, the company’s record is

so good, that it’s hard to make
much sense of it because so few
accidents have occurred.

When we swept the NTSB
records for accidents involving
the DA40, we found only six
in the U.S., two of which were
fatal. One occurred on May 11,
2007, when a rented Star was
flying at low altitude over a
lake in Arizona. The pilot either
lost control or unintentionally
descended into the water, killing
both occupants.

An earlier fatal accident hap-
pened in South Carolina, when
the pilot of a DA40 commencing
an instrument approach evi-
dently descended prematurely
a
t
t

nd struck powerlines, killing all
hree aboard. Despite the fact
hat the left wing and engine
were severed by the impact,
there was no post-crash fire.
In what might be a tribute
to the airplane’s crashworthi-
ness, another accident probably
should have been fatal, but
wasn't. It was the classic box
canyon trap, where a pilot flew
the airplane into rising terrain
with converging walls. Unable to
climb out of the trap, he crashed
into trees, which captured the
airplane. Two occupants had
minor injuries, two had none.

One accident was a garden
variety runway loss of control by
a low-time pilot who ran off the
runway during a landing and
one was a mid-air in the pattern,
which resulted in one seri-
ous injury. We know of at least
two accidents in the UK. and
Europe—neither fatal—involv-
ing engine stoppages of Thielert
diesel-equipped DA40s.

With so little data to mine, we
examined total accidents versus
total registrations. According

to FAA records, there are about
600 DA40s registered in the U.S.,
with six accidents. By compari-
son, we found about 700 Cirrus
SR20s on the FAA's roles, with a
total of 14 accidents reported

in the U.S., six of which were
atal. If fatals are expressed as

a percentage of total accidents,
43 percent of SR20 crashes were
atal and 33 percent of DA40
resulted in deaths.

In our last in-depth review

of accident trends in our Sep-
tember, 2006 issue, we found
Diamond's fleet overall accident
rate was 1.3/100,000 hours
versus an average of 6.2/100,000
or general aviation as a whole.
Diamond’s fatal average was a
remarkable .16/100,000, com-
pared to 1.2/100,000 for the GA
leet. Fleetwide, Cirrus had a
atal rate of 1.4 and an overall
rate of 4.1.

Over the years, we have
noticed that Diamond airplanes
show little tendency toward
post-crash fires. In fact, we
haven't been able to find any
significant fires in Diamond
airplanes, which we find to be a
remarkable record due in part to
the airplane’s design.

Diamond’s competitors argue
that its accident rate is so low
primarily because its airplanes
are used as trainers, but DA40
owners dispute this. But even
if it's only true by degree, we
think Diamond can rightly claim
the best safety record in light
aircraft GA.





